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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority INCORPORATED  

Alpha Kappa Alpha Corporate Office' 5656 South Stony Island Avenue' Chicago, IL 60637-1997  

 (773) 684-1282 Å Fax (773) 288-8251  

OFFICE OF:  
Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
Great Lakes Regional Director  
P.O. Box 441675       
Detroit, M148244-1675 
Home: (313) 933-5969  
Fax: (313) 933-5993  
sororhop@sbcglobal.net        
 
 
December 30, 2009      

 

 

Dear Sorors, 

 

We are delighted to prepare for the 79
th
 Great Lakes Regional Conference. Alpha Rho 

Omega, Beta Mu, and Theta Tau chapters are working hard to make certain that this will be a 

conference that you will long remember.  Workshops, plenary sessions, luncheons, and other 

activities have been planned with you in mind.  

 

This conference will provide you with an opportunity to grow in the knowledge of Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, attain personal goals, and increase your personal and 

professional development. You will have an opportunity to network and socialize with sorors 

from around the region. This will also be your chance to celebrate with me as I highlight the 

four years of my administration.  

 

We hope that you will be one of the Energized and Excited Sorors planning to participate 

from April 22-25, 2010 at the 79
th
 Great Lakes Regional Conference at the Marriott 

Renaissance Hotel in the big D, Detroit, Michigan. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

Sisterly,  

 

Soror Schylbea 
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CONFERENCE AT-A-GLANCE 
(Tentative Schedule)  

All meetings and events at Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center unless 

otherwise indicated  

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2010  

12:00 Noon 

6:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m.  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2010  

2:00 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m.  

2:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  

7:00 p.m.  

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010  

7:00 a.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  

9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m.  

8:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  

8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

12:00 Noon ï 10:00 p.m.  

2:00 p.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  

5:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  

Regional Director arrival & AKA office setup 
Alpha Rho Omega/Beta Mu/Theta Tau Chapters early 

Registration 

Conference registration 

Pre-conference meetings 

Working dinner with Cluster Coordinators 

Conference registration 

Awards check-in 

Graduate Advisor Certification Training Level II 

Graduate Advisor Certification Training Level I 

Reinstatement workshop  

Vendor set-up 

Vendors open 

First Time Basilei Meeting 

Basilei Council Meeting 

First Time Attendee Orientation 

Regional Heritage Committee 

Best Practices / Great Ideas Seminar 

Focus Group (by invitation of Regional Director only) 

Awards judging 

Unnatural Causesé 

Conference Committee Meetings  

 Archives/History Protocol 

  Recommendations 

 Connection Resolutions 

 Constitution and Bylaws Rules 

 EAF Scholarship 

 Graduate Advisors Standards 

 Membership Technology 

 Nominating / Tellers Time and Place 

 Philacters Undergraduate Activities 

 Program Workshop Facilitators and                   

Recorders 

Regional Choir Rehearsal 

VIP Reception (by invitation only)  

Centennial Regional Directorôs Gala ï (Admission by paid ticket 

only) 
 

5:00 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m.  

6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  

8:00 p.m. ï 11:00 p.m.  
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FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2010  

7:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  
7:00 a.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  
7:15 a.m. ï 8:30 a.m.  
8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 Midnight *  

8:00 a.m. ï 8:45 a.m.  
9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

12:00 Noon ï 1:00 p.m.  
12:15 p.m. ï 1:45 p.m.  

1:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  

2:15 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  
6:15 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m.  
7:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m.  
9:00 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m.  
10:30 p.m. ï 12:30 a.m.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2010  

8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

8:00 a.m. ï 7:00 p.m.  
9:15 a.m. ï 10:30 a.m.  
10:45 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

12:15 p.m.ï 2:15 p.m.  
2:45 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  
8:00 p.m. ï Midnight 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2010  

7:00 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

8:30 a.m. ï 9:00 a.m.  

9:00 a.m. ï 9:15 a.m.  
9:15 a.m. ï 10:30 a.m.  
10:30 a.m. ï 12:00 Noon 

1:00 p.m. ï 2:00 p.m.  
2:00 p.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  

CONFERENCE AT-A-GLANCE 

(Tentative Schedule)  
All meetings and events at Marriott Detroit ï Renaissance 

Center unless otherwise indicated  
      
   

Regional Directorôs conference office open 

Conference registration 

Leadership Breakfast (Admission by paid ticket only) 
Vendors open (*Closed during Public Meeting) 
General Members meeting 
FIRST PLENARY SESSION ï Includes Rededication (no pants)  
Regional Choir Rehearsal 
Diamond/Golden/Silver Star Luncheon (Admission by paid 
ticket only)  
 Viewing of Awards (Closed during Plenary Session) 
PLENARY SESSION II 

Public Meeting VIP Reception (by invitation only) 
Public Meeting 
Public Meeting Reception 
Steps, Stomps and Strolls (Admission by paid ticket only) 

Conference Registration 
Vendors open 
WORKSHOP SERIES I 

WORKSHOP SERIES II 

Undergraduate Luncheon (Admission by paid ticket only) 
PLENARY SESSION III 

An Evening Soiree 

               
Vendors open  
Ivies Beyond The Wall Ceremony (continuous, uninterrupted 

seasonal white attire ï no color trim, no sleeveless tops; 
WHITE shoes. Pants or hats are not permitted.) 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference Adjournment 
Ecumenical Service 
Gospel Jazz Brunch (Admission by paid ticket only) 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference Wrap-up Meeting 

80th Great Lakes Regional Conference Planning Meeting 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CONFERENCE CONTACT INFORMATION  

Questions concerning the conference may be directed to any of the following Sorors. 

Contact Name  

Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
Great Lakes Regional Director 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  
Soror Altha E. Steen 
Conference General Chairman 
P.O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Stacey A. Travis 

Conference General Co-Chairman 

P.O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Bennetta A. Moore 

Registration Chairman 
P.O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Yolanda A. Shannon-Bates 
Registration Co-Chairman 
P.O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Wanda J. Harper 

Souvenir Journal Chairman 
P.O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Michelle Brasfield 

Great Lakes Regional Tamiouchos 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 
Soror Denise Marshall Walker 
Executive Assistant to the 

Great Lakes Regional Director 
18650 Pennington 

Detroit, MI 48221  

Soror Kate F. Civil 

Administrative Assistant to the 

Great Lakes Regional Director 
20252 Wakefield 

Detroit, MI 48 221 

Soror Jennie C. Murry 

Great Lakes Regional Awards Chairman 
9497 Marina Drive 

White Lake, MI 48386-2487 

Telephone  Email address  

(313) 933-5969 

(313) 892-6466 
or 

(313) 268-4787 

(313) 872-1639 

(313) 393-1607 
or 

(313) 618-0507 

(313) 839-6119 
 or 
(313) 218-7145  2010AKAgreatlakesreg@gmail.com 

(313) 863-5952      wjharper@mmbdc.com 

sororhop@sbcglobal.net 

althasteen@yahoo.com 

stravis1908@aol.com 

2010AKAgreatlakesreg@gmail.com 

(313)-320-5074 
 

313-861-9315 

Dmw48235@aol.com 

(734)-844-1654 

Acivil313@comcast.net 

(248)-698-2195                    akajcf@comcast.net 

Mbras1908@sbcglobal.net 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CONFERENCE GENERAL INFORMATION INSTRUCTIONS  

BASIC INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION 
FEES 

Graduates - $150.00 Undergraduates - $85.00 

The registration fee includes the banquet. 
Special activities and ticket prices are listed on 

the registration form. All checks  should be 
made payable to AKA-Great Lakes  Region. 
**NO PERSONAL CHECKS ACCEPTED.**  

CHAPTER DELEGATES 

Complete the delegate certification form according to 

the guidelines for delegate allocations.  

The delegate list is due February  

28, 2010. Delegate changes may be made by 

the Chapter Basileus or Grammateus only (from 

the list of authorized delegates).  

CONFERENCE HEADQUARTERS 

The 79th Great Lakes Regional Conference will 
convene April 22, 2010 at the Detroit Marriott 

at the Renaissance Center in Detroit, 
Michigan.  The Marriott is the conference 
headquarters hotel. 

DIAMOND / GOLDEN / SILVER STAR  

CELEBRATION  

Forms must be completed for 

Diamond/Golden/Silver Star Sorors initiated in 
1935, 1960 or 1985. For more information 

contact: Soror Thelma Ellison at  

(313) 393-9304 

SEATING AT MEAL FU NCTIONS  

Seating for all meal functions will be open on a  

first come, first served basis. 

EXCEPTION: Diamond and Golden Sorors  

will have reserved seats at all functions.  

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS  

Hotel reservations must be made directly with  

the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center  
by calling 1-800 -266 -9432 . Please mention 

ñAKA Great Lakes Regionò in order to receive 

conference rates. 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

Please indicate on the Special Needs and Health 

History Form if accommodations are 

needed for those who are physically challenged 

and / or who need special diets.  Please  

contact the hotel directly for special room  

accommodations. The hotel will not provide  

wheelchairs or scooters. If a wheelchair or  

scooter is needed please contact Binsonôs 
Medical Supply 1-888 -248 -7667.  

TICKETS  

You must have tickets to be admitted to all  

events, except Plenary Sessions and Workshops. 
LOST TICKETS WILL NOT BE REPLACED.  

REPORT DEADLINES  

Please adhere to the requested deadlines for 

submission of various forms and reports. 

Deadline dates are generally located on the 

form. Important Note:  Proposed  

Constitution and/or Bylaws amendments,  

Regional Recommendations and Regional  

Resolutions forms must be postmarked by  

February 19, 2010.  

VENDORS 

Vendors approved by the Corporate Headquarters 

will be located in a designated area. Sales from hotel 
rooms or in any other  undesignated areas are strictly 

prohibited. For further vendor information contact:  

Soror Toni Brooks at (313) 341-8520 or 
TEBAKA@aol.com. 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CONFERENCE GENERAL INFORMATION INSTRUCTIONS  

IVIES BEYOND THE WALL  

Forms must be completed for all Sorors who 

have become Ivies Beyond The Wall since the 
2009 Regional Conference. Additional names 

will be accepted through Friday, April 23, 2010.  

Sorors are reminded that the attire for this  

solemn ceremony is seasonal white, including 

shoes. Pants, pantsuits and hats are not 
allowed. 

CHAPTER AWARDS FEES 

Award fees are to be paid by chapter check 

made payable to : 
 

AKA-Great Lakes Region  

and mailed to the attention of:  
Awards Committee,  

P. O. Box 441675,  
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675  

by the February 28, 2010  deadline: 

 
 Graduate Chapter   

$50.00 + $10 each  

                         additional category 
 

 Undergraduate Chapter    

$30.00 + $10 each 

                         additional category 

 

DIAMOND /GOLDEN HOSPITALITY SUITE  

Diamond and Golden Sorors are welcome! 

Open each day during non-plenary session 
hours to relax, network, laugh, talk and just  

enjoy yourselves. You are invited to come by 

and meet new friends and to catch up with the  

old ones. The suite will be open between the  

hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Friday and  

Saturday. 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CONFERENCE DEADLINE CHECKLIST  
Please use this checklist to ensure that you adhere to the following deadlines. 

FORM(S)  
Ä Charter Bus Form 

Ä Chapter, Soror and Guest 
Registration Forms 

Ä Delegate Registration Form 

Ä Diamond / Golden / Silver Star 
Sorors Recognition Form 

Ä Graduate Advisor Certification 
Training Level I and Level II  

Ä Great Ideas / Best Practices 
Form 

Ä Great Lakes Regional Award 
Entry/Check-in Form 

Ä Hotel Reservations 

SEND TO 
Regional Registration Committee 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Regional Registration Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Regional Registration Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Regional Registration Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

 
Soror Jo Ann R. Clark 
P. O. Box 505 
505 M. L. King Drive 

Langston, OK 73050 

Soror Kerri Christian 

5787 Summit View Court 
Cincinnati, OH 45247 

Awards Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

 
Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance 
Center 
1-800 -226 -9432  

 
Ivies Beyond The Wall Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

 
 
Regional Registration Committee 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Kathryn Walker 

P. O. Box 441675 

Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Registration Committee 

P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Sheree Johnson 

1432 Astor 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

DEADLINE (POSTMARKED)  
April 1, 2010 

March 1, 2010 

March 1, 2010 

March 1, 2010 

February 26, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

March 31, 2010 

Ä Ivies Beyond The Wall Form February 28, 2010 

Ä Late Registration 

Ä Leadership Breakfast 

Ä Legacy Form 

Ä Proposed Constitution and 
Bylaws changes 

March 15, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 21, 2010 

AND 

Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

Please use this checklist to ensure that you adhere to the following deadlines. 

FORM(S)  
Ä Recommendation Form 

Ä Regional Choir Form 

Ä Regional Committee 
Participation Form 

Ä Registration Form ï Volunteer 
Judge for Awards 

Ä Resolutions Form 

Ä Souvenir Journal Advertising 
Contract 

Ä Special Needs and Health 
History Form 

Ä Step Show Entry Form 

CONFERENCE DEADLINE CHECKLIST  

SEND TO 
Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  
Soror Lillie Brown 
P.O. Box 12735 
Cincinnati, OH 45212 

Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  

Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  
Soror Wanda J. Harper 
Souvenir Journal Committee 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Regional Registration Committee 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 

Soror Joya Dillard 
Step Show Committee 
P. O. Box 441675 
Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 
AND 
Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  
 
Soror Schylbea J. Hopkins 
5640 Oakman Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48204  

DEADLINE (POSTMARKED)  
February 21, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 21, 2010 

March 8, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

February 28, 2010 

Ä Workshop Facilitators / 
Recorders Participation Form 

February 28, 2010 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CONFERENCE ATTIRE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010  

EVENT 
Graduate Advisor Certification Training 
 Centennial Regional Directorôs Gala 

ATTIRE  
Casual / AKA Paraphernalia 
    After-five, Cocktail 

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2010  

EVENT 

 

ATTIRE  
Leadership Breakfast 
  Plenary Session I 

Plenary Session II 

Public Meeting and Reception 
  Steps, Stomps and Strolls 

                Business Attire 
Business Attire ï no pants due to Rededication 
     ï no jeans, sweats or paraphernalia 
     Business Attire - no jeans, sweats or 
                 paraphernalia 
        Pink or Green Dressy Business 
 Casual / AKA Paraphernalia (Chapters may 
           wish to coordinate attire)  

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2010  
Pink and/ or Green Day  

EVENT 
   Workshops 

Undergraduate Luncheon 

Plenary Session III 

An Evening of Elegance 

ATTIRE  
Business Attire - no jeans, sweats or 
           paraphernalia 
Business Attire - no jeans, sweats or 
           paraphernalia 
Business Attire - no jeans, sweats or 
           Paraphernalia 

 
               Formal 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2010  

Ivies Beyond the Wall Ceremony 
EVENT 

Ecumenical Service 
Gospel Jazz Brunch 

  Continuous, uninterrupted seasonal white 
  attire ï no color trim, no sleeveless tops; 
    WHITE shoes. Pants or hats are not 
                  permitted.  
Same white attire as above OR Business Attire 
Same white attire as above OR Business Attire 

ATTIRE  
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated  
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 

April 22 ï 25, 2010 

Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center 

Detroit, Michigan 48243 USA 
Phone: 1-313-568-8000 
Fax: 1-313-568-8146 
Sales: 1-313-568-8300 
Sales Fax: 1-313-568-8129 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Hotel Reservations                                                    Guest Room Rates 
                                                  The special conference rate for the 
You may call 1-800-266-9432 or book on-line.   hotel rooms is $139 per night for 
Reservations are under the group:     single or double occupancy, plus 

AKA Great Lakes Region    applicable taxes. 

                                                     
The Alpha Kappa Alpha held hotel rooms 
will be released on March 15, 2010, OR 

upon the room block being sold out. After 
that date, reservations will be accepted only 

if hotel space is available. 

 

Check -In / Check -Out  

Check-in time is 3:00 p.m., check -out is 12:00 Noon.  

Reservation Cut-off Date 

The reservation cut-off date is March 15, 2010. 

Parking Special Needs 

- Valet parking fee: $25/ day            Binsonôs Medical Supply 

- Off-site parking fee: $5/hour, $20/day.  1-888-248-7667 

- On Site Parking refers to Self Parking in  
   Beaubien Garage 
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Discover the ultimate ñgreenò downtown Detroit hotel, soaring 73 floors above the Detroit River at the 
luxurious Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center. Situated on the RiverWalk, this stunning hotel in 
downtown Detroit boasts activities galore. Enjoy exploring the GM Renaissance Center, which provides easy 
access to shopping, restaurants and entertainment. The Detroit ñPeople Moverò public transportation system 
enables guests to visit top attractions that surround the downtown Detroit hotel. Delight in the stylishly urban 
ambiance of forty-two degrees north, a refined American restaurant thatôs a feast on the eyes and palate. 
Experience exquisite  



 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

79th Great Lakes Regional Conference 
April 22 ï 25, 2010 

CHARTER BUS FORM 

         To be completed by chapters traveling to the conference by bus.  
Travel information is requested by the hotel in order to expedite check -in process. 

Chapter Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Location _______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Personôs Phone __________________ Alternate Phone ________________________ 

Contact Personôs email Address ____________________________________________________ 

Bus Company Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Expected number of buses ____ How many people will be traveling on the charter bus? ____  

Date and Time of Departure ______________ Date and Time of Arrival _________________ 

Please list all Sorors who will be riding the bus and group according to roommate.  
Name Roommate name if traveling on the bus also 

Please mail no later than April 1, 2010, to:  

                                  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
79th Great Lakes Regional Conference · Registration Committee · P. O. Box 441675 · Detroit, MI 48244 -1675 
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